
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ELDERS MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH AUG 2021. 

 

Present-Richard Howe, Paula Cox, James Johnson (Host) Murray Sandes, Rob McAuley (On Zoom) 

Martin Kariuki. 

 

The meeting started with prayer and devotion from Martin. We read from Ephesians 3. 

 

For this reason I kneel before the Father,  from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its 

name.  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 

rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 

God Loves us unconditionally. This should be our beginning place of worship and service . Realising 

and recognizing that we are infinitely loved by God, regardless of who we are and what we do gives 

us freedom to serve from a place of being accepted. This is our spiritual act of worship as believers, 

and as leaders of Halswell Community Church. 

 

Alpha 

We began the agenda by discussing Alpha. Some of the comments made; 

 

o The videos were a highlight. Well done and passing the message at hand. 

o The discussions in the groups can be laboured sometimes since the people keep changing. 

o The handout given does not foster conversation. Perhaps just giving the first part is enough, 

and having some helpful additional questions at the end may foster better discussion. 

o The content is not only useful for non-Christians, but for Christians as well. Everyone feels 

that they are learning new aspects of the word and of their own lives. 

o Perhaps try and help people create action plans for themselves for the future, not just share 

good ideas. 

o Get the leaders in the groups to go deeper by asking more probing follow-up questions as 

well. 

o At the end of Alpha, it would be important for us to conclude by asking some practical 

questions that help with Christian living and planning for future engagements. 



 

Regarding the Holy spirit Sunday; 

o Two videos may be too much  to have on the day. 

o Maybe send a link for the people to watch the videos as home and have one video on the day, 

and spend the rest of the time in prayer and worship. 

o Have a helper for James on the day for the sound desk. 

o The Elders should be ready to pray for people on the day as well.  

 

Finances. 

o The bank account is looking healthy at the moment. 

o We have had expenditure in the last month because of moving rooms, but that has been 

offset by more people joining the church and tithing and giving. 

o It’s a good idea to have a slip with the giving details at the visitors table. We will keep this at 

the table. 

o It would be wise for us to have a Summary of expenses for the half year 2021 to have a clearer 

picture of the income and the expenditure during the year. (This has since been provided, 

thank you Paula) 

 

Livestream. 

o At the moment we use a phone, but the sound quality is not good enough, neither is the 

internet quality. We need to invest more in our livestream technology 

o The question was asked as to why we cannot upload the video of the service later. i.e. record 

the service and upload with a proper internet connection. This may be possible, but having 

something going live during the service is ideal, especially for people not able to attend the 

service on the day. 

o We also need to get a microphone for the congregation to feed into the livestream. 

o Martin and James agreed to do some more research on good quality and cost effective 

livestream options for church. 

 

Youth and children Update. 

o We have very young children at the moment so it is better for the children to stay with their 

parents during the service. We will enhance the cresh experience for them because we now 

have more space in the bigger room. 

o We can have some helpers with the parents at the cresh, so that the parents can get a break 

during the service. 

o The youth are doing well. We are running a discipleship series this term, preparing them to 

become leaders as we prepare to launch the Gods warriors programme. 

o Anna and Martin are helping run the youth group at the moment. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Corin support for missions. 

Martin had received an email from the Corin family about speaking at church. These are a missionary 

family previously based in Kazakhstan, but have since moved away.(New mission station still unclear) 

They were once supported by St Augustine’s, and other churches, but it seems the support has 

dwindled over time. 

We agreed to have them speak to us, but make to financial commitments for this year.  

We are happy for individuals to contribute to their mission work. 

 

(Martin has since relayed this message, and the Corins’ will be speaking on Aug 29th during our 10 am 

service.) 

 

We also got an update from Danielle, who is still doing Student Ministry in Dunedin, and sending 

newsletters periodically.  

 

Membership card 

This has already been designed and ready to print, pending a few changes. We decided to park it, and 

have a look at it before launching it. 

 

(Paula has since sent this through and we have made our suggestions) 

 

o The name should be the H.C.C family form. 

o We will be launching in on the 29th Aug, after we are done with the Alpha series. 

o We will make it a contact drive, and encourage everyone to sign up, including the original 

members of the church. 

 

A.O.B 

 

We discussed whether the new venue was working, and how that was going. 

Generally it was a better space to use. Some comments included; 

 

o Moving the sound box further from the keyboard and the Microphone receiver for safety 

o Swapping the sound desk with the cresh area (This worked well last Sunday) 

o Getting guitar stands for the musicians (These have since arrived) 

 

The meeting ended at 9:30 pm with prayers from various people. 

 

 

 


